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Feminist Artist Statement
I describe my work with the feminist slogan that is still pertinent today: “Personal is
political.” I start from the point of view that the ideological system is following the
path to “body restriction” by spying on and normalizing us by means of controlling
our personal lives. I am questioning the governing power of such institutions as
religion, government, society and family on our private lives.
I focus my work on the concepts that are glorified, that are transformed into taboos,
that are not talked about, and that have a continuum without being questioned. Daily
life has been the biggest influence on my work. From this point of view the artwork
becomes provocative, aggressive, erotic, risky and violent. Artwork, then, has the act
of meeting the private with public space.

Canan Şenol. Kybele, 2000.
Description:
The work "Kybele" was made during the artist's pregnancy. "Kybele" with wide hips,
belly, big breasts who is always sculptured naked is the goddess of goddesses in
Anatolian Culture. Hips, belly, the genital organ has always been used as a symbol
of fertility, femininity, motherness and the circle of life the ongoing life. Kybele
reincarnates herself in the body of the artist who has also been sculptured as if
giving birth.
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